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Thameur Mejri (Tunis, 1982; lives and works in Nabeul, Tunisia), trained as a painter at the Institute of 

Fine Arts in Tunis (2001-05), he also gained a Doctorate degree in Science and Technology of the Arts at 

the same institute (2008). Since the beginning, the artist has investigated the semantic complexities of 

human existence, and placed it at the core of his paintings, drawings, and videos. The human figure is a 

central element in his work, and it is represented in different forms, as a standing figure or reduced into 

a skull or a skeleton. The works have a symbolic allusion to the artist himself and to his own experience 

that become the parameter to understand the surrounding world, and the privileged interpretative 

framework to explore this dimension. His compositions are thus characterized by a highly expressive 

language where the background colours, as an interplay of solid and tonal strokes, are juxtaposed to 

graphic or written texts from an articulate and dense iconographic and iconological repertoire where 

history and chronicles, reality and imagination, rationality and chance blend. Also colours blend through 

his artistic techniques: acrylic and pastel colours, charcoal and pencil lines, and collage pervade his 

collection of paintings and works on paper of different sizes, sometimes also featuring large-scale 

artworks bringing to life real installations. An emphasized narrative fluidity contributes to strengthening 

this amalgamation of shapes and contents invigorated by an inner force that lends an incredible energy 

to the artwork. The same energy that permeates the contemporary world and its increasingly rapid and 

changing means of communication the artist seems to emblematically represent. He captures and freezes 

this energy on the surface like a still image to create cinematographic works thanks to the sense of motion 

they convey.   
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A motion that can be compared to the one caught in a film frame that evokes a “before” and an “after” 

of an event that become fully visible only by viewing the complete video footage, dissolving the restraint 

that blocks it. Energy that, even more amplified, characterizes some of Mejri’s videos to confirm his 

interest in the exploration of the moving image, including The Plague winner of the best experimental 

short film in 2007 at the New York International Independent Film Festival.  

Milan’s exhibition, his first solo show in the city, is testimony to this. It brings together a collection of 

works on canvas and paper composed in 2022, most of which for the exhibition, and characterized by 

the above technical and semantic syntax. These works allow the spectator to experience Mejri’s original 

visual and emotional imagery that we also find in Sink. The video, divided into three parts (Sink 1, 2 3), 

was shot in 2007-08 and edited in 2021 in collaboration with director Kays Mejri, the artist’s brother, 

and evokes other works on display that highlight the art-making process. A unitary visual path links the 

different works by emphasizing the common linguistic and operational aims.  

Pier Paolo Pancotto 
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